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Crown and Anchor, Wiltshire
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This pub provided inspiration for The Archers and is still a cosy
backdrop for barside gossip and hearty suppers
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GARDEN TERRACE
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s country-pub pedigrees go, influencing storylines for the radio soap
The Archers has to rank pretty highly. Geoffrey Webb, one of the

show’s writers when it started in the early Fifties, lived in the rural
Wiltshire village of Ham, and would take his cue from conversations he’d hear

among local farmworkers and gamekeepers at the Crown and Anchor’s bar. Now
the pub’s a different place — it was renovated, resurrected and reopened last
autumn by two village families after three years’ closure — but those countryside
conversations are still going on. The pub remains a village hub, if a slightly

fancier one!

The bar is a cosy scene of flagstone floors, faded rugs, chesterfields and old
black-and-white snaps of the village. A wood-burner sits in the brick fireplace
and there’s a garden terrace for warmer days. In the restaurant area, settles,
banquettes and botanical pictures are the simple backdrop for excellent food: a s
mall plate of crispy pig’s cheeks, perhaps, or a spiced lamb faggot main course.

With plenty of hunts around here, game is big.
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Best Places to Stay 2020

= [rom great new openings to swish spas and cosy pubs
with rooms, find your ideal hotel stay with our

ultimate guide
Find out more

Three of the eight rooms are in a cottage down the lane; the five in the main pub
building are well soundproofed, even above the bar. Named after local farms,
they’re a good size and attractive, with soft herringbone blankets on the beds,
geometric tiles and 100 Acres smellies in the bathrooms. Wansdyke is the
largest; its exposed oak beams are from the nearby Savernake Forest. This is

weekender territory, so it’s hangers and hooks rather than wardrobes.

Within easy distance are the antiques shops in Hungerford, Wilton Windmill
and plenty of walking; the QR codes on the giant OS map on the terrace wall will

show you the way.

Doubles from £90, B&B; mains from £14; crownandanchorham.co.uk
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Making sense of the property landscape a

ABOUT THIS * Ham, Marlborough SN8 3RB
HOTEL

¢ Restaurant Yes
* Dogs allowed Yes

e Accessible No

For the latest on Covid-related measures and restrictions, please check directly
with the hotel

Best Places to Stay: 80 top British hotels
Find your perfect place to get away with our interactive guide. Browse by region,

price and type of hotel at thetimes.co.uk/bestplacestostay

Share L 4 T & Save ¢

Comments are subject to our community guidelines, which can be viewed here.

Comments Kyle Gibson ~

K

A BACK TO TOP

THE SUNDAY TIMES

GET IN TOUCH MORE FROM THE TIMES AND THE SUNDAY TIMES

About us Contact us The Times e-paper The Sunday Times e-paper Times Currency Services The Sunday Times Wine Club

Help The Times Editorial Complaints Times Print Gallery The Times Archive Times Crossword Club Sunday Times Driving

The Sunday Times Editorial Place an announcement Times+ The Sunday Times Rich List Times Expert Traveller Good University Guide
Complaints

Classified advertising Schools Guide Newsletters Best Places to Live Best Places to Stay
Display advertising The Times corrections Sportswomen of the Year Awards Times Appointments Podcasts Times Money Mentor

The Sunday Times corrections  Careers

© Times Newspapers Limited 2020.
Registered in England No. 894646. Registered office: | London Bridge Street, SEI 9GF.

Regulated
Privacy & cookie policy  Licensing  Cookie settings  Site map  Topics = Commissioning terms  Terms and conditions @



https://www.thetimes.co.uk/profile/liz-edwards
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
http://thesundaytimes.co.uk/bestplacestostay
http://thesundaytimes.co.uk/bestplacestostay
http://thesundaytimes.co.uk/bestplacestostay
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/f4024fbe-d989-11e6-9063-500e6740fc32
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5
https://www.spot.im/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/about-us
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/contact-us/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/help
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/the-times-editorial-complaints
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/the-sunday-times-editorial-complaints/
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/the-times/announcements
https://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/
https://newscommercial.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/corrections
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/corrections
https://www.newscareers.co.uk/
http://epaper.thetimes.co.uk/the-times
http://epaper.thetimes.co.uk/the-sunday-times
https://www.timescurrencyservices.co.uk/
https://www.sundaytimeswineclub.co.uk/
https://times.newsprints.co.uk/?utm_source=the_times
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/archive/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/puzzleclub/crosswordclub/
https://www.driving.co.uk/
https://www.mytimesplus.co.uk/
https://features.thesundaytimes.co.uk/richlist/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/expert-traveller
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/gooduniversityguide
http://www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/parentpower
https://home.thetimes.co.uk/myNews
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/best-places-to-live-sunday-times-3qkwjnvrm
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/best-places-to-stay-100-top-british-hotels-bg057mbp6#/
https://www.sportswomenoftheyear.co.uk/
https://appointments.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/podcasts
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/money-mentor
https://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/single/
http://www.newslicensing.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/crown-and-anchor-hotel-review-wiltshire-best-hotels-p55mlwzk5#
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/html-sitemap/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/html-topic-sitemap/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/commissioning-terms/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/static/terms-and-conditions/

